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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
OUTLINE
M. Claude Batault, French Consul General for seven western states, with 
headquarters in Denver, awards the Chevalier de l ’Orare des Palmes Academique 
to Dr. Robert M. Burgess, chairman of the Montana State University Department 
of Foreign Languages. The decoration, the highest cultural accolade granted 
by France, is awarded by the President of the French Republic and the Minister 
of National Education. "This distinction is given to Prof. Burgess in apprecia­
tion of his remarkable efforts to further the knowledge of the French language 
and culture in the United States," according to the citation. M. Batault came 
to MSU to confer the honor, which must be bestowed in person by a representative 
of the French Government.
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